Family Participation Fund

Frequently Asked Questions
What meetings qualify for this program?  

Any education related committee, task force or other decision-making body that meets may qualify for use of this program.  If you are the parent of a child in special education, you can be reimbursed for expenses related to your participation in that meeting and receive a stipend for attending.  

What meetings do not qualify for this program?

Any meeting in which the parent is lobbying (supporting or opposing any specific legislation), training, conferences and workshops do not qualify for the Family Participation Fund.

How much is the stipend for attending meetings?

You will receive $50 for a half-day meeting and $100 for a full-day meeting.  Any meeting that is four hours or less is considered a half-day meeting.  Meetings longer than four hours are considered full-day meetings.

What if the meeting is longer than one day?

Multiple-day meetings are paid according to the length of the meeting.  For example, attendance at a three-day meeting would qualify for a $300 stipend while a day-and-a-half meeting would pay $150.  Additionally, the multiple-day meeting is counted as just one of the two meetings you may claim in each month.

Are there limitations on the expenses that I can claim?

Yes, lodging can not exceed $84 a day and meals can not exceed $37 a day.  Mileage is paid at 34 cents a mile.  Receipts must be submitted for all expenses except mileage.  For bus or train fare, you may use your ticket as the receipt.  

What are the most common reasons for denying a Family Participation Fund claim?

The most common reason that claims are denied is the failure to provide a copy of the meeting agenda with the claim.  Other common reasons include: submitting the claim after the 30-day deadline, failure to include receipts for expense reimbursement, incomplete forms, or exceeding the number of claims allowable each month.

Can both my husband and I submit a claim for the same meeting?

No, only one member per household may submit a claim for a meeting.  And that household may only submit two claims per month.

What can happen if I submit a claim for a meeting I did not attend?

Submitting fraudulent claims is illegal.  If you knowingly submit a claim for a meeting you did not attend, or if you fraudulently attempt to receive claims in excess of the household limitations, you may be restricted from submitting any future claims.  This includes attempts to claim funds for multiple family members by using post office boxes or different addresses. 

How important is the survey?

The survey helps us gather information about your participation in meetings and other activities that were paid for by this fund.  This information is used to evaluate program efficiency and is in no way tied to funding eligibility.  Surveys are removed from the claim upon receipt and names are never associated with any survey.  Your evaluation is very important to the California Department of Education. 

Is my Social Security Number required?

Yes, the IRS and state law require us to maintain social security numbers on anyone receiving Family Participation Fund stipends.  However, we go to great lengths to keep this number confidential.  Access to your social security number is restricted to only the people processing your claim.  The number is not released to any other entity, not even the State of California.

Will I be taxed on the Family Participation Funds that I receive?

According to the IRS, the stipends are considered taxable income.  The expense reimbursements are not taxable.  You should speak with a qualified tax person to fully understand your tax obligations.  
Are the Family Participation Funds unlimited?

Unfortunately no.  While every effort will be made to honor all requests for funds, the Family Participation Fund is limited and there is no guarantee of funding to any applicant.  
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